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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to tlie amendment filed on 09/09/2003. 

2. Cliaims 1-36 are pending and presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Tfie following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distincUy 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims recites the limitations "an electronic mail 
message", "the electronic mail", and "the electronic message." It is unclear whether 
these limitations all refer to a same email message. For examining purpose, "the 
electronic mail" will be treated as "the electronic mail message", and "the electronic 
message" will be treated as "the electronic mail message". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described In (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed In the United States before the Invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed In the United States before the Invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States only if the 
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international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such 
treaty In the English language. 

6. Claims 1 and 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kish 
et al. (US 6,904,341, hereafter Kish). 

7. For claim 1 , Kish discloses a method for sending email from a remote location, 
comprising: 

■ generating an electronic mail message using a personal computing device (col. 9 
lines 40-50, a signal such as an email message can be generated by main 
processor 12); 

■ transferring the electronic mail to a satellite data communicator configured to 
provide communication with a low earth orbiting satellite (col. 10 lines 17-22, col. 
8 lines 62-67, a satellite modem is connected to the main processor 12, providing 
a link to various remote sites, including orbiting satellites for receiving internet 
information, emails can be sent using satellite connection through the satellite 
modem, reading as a satellite data communicator); and 

" sending the electronic message to a low earth orbiting satellite using the satellite 
data communicator and an antenna coupled to the satellite data communicator 
(col. 8 lines 62-67, col. 5 lines 32, sending emails using the satellite modem and 
a satellite antenna and receiver coupled to the satellite modem). 
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8. For claim 8, Kish further discloses the electronic message includes sensor data 
received from sensors on a transportation mode (fig. 1, sensors collecting information of 
vessel systems, col. 9 lines 22-32, the main processor 12 monitors vessel operational 
parameters from the sensors and provides alamn signals accordingly (emails)). 

9. For claim 9, Kish further discloses the personal computing device is configured to 
generate and transmit the electronic mail on a periodic basis (col. 10, lines 28-31). 

10. For claim 10, Kish further discloses the electronic message includes a position 
information obtained from a global positioning satellite (col. 12, lines 8-17, GPS receiver 
provides the vessel location to the main processor 12 for generating alarms). 

1 1 . For claim 1 1 , Kish further discloses the personal computing device is configured to 
generate and transmit the electronic mail on a periodic basis (col. 10. lines 28-31). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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13. Claim 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kish, in 
view of Boman et al. (US 2003/01 57968, hereafter Boman). 

14. For claim 7, Kish discloses the Invention substantially as in claim 1. Kish does not 
disclose the electronic message includes a text message to be converted into a 
voice message. 

Boman discloses a text message to be converted into a voice message (abstract, 
text-to-speech). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Kish and Boman in order to convert a text 
message to speech to aid visually Impaired message receiver, or to generate a loud 
voice alarm instead of a text message for attracting more attention. 

15. Claims 2-6, 12-17, 19-21, 25-29, and 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kish, as applied to claims 1,17, in view of LeCompte et al. 
(US 2002/0041328). 

16. For claim 2, Kish disclosed the invention substantially as in clajm 1. Kish further 
discloses there are numerous applications for the alarm messages or emails (the 
email in claim 1) and numerous recipients of these alarms (col. 10, lines 3-6), Kish 
further discloses using Internet connection via the satellite modem to access 
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weather information (col. 8 lines 62-67). Kish does not explicitly disclose the 
electronic mail includes a request for weather information. 

However, LeCompte discloses request messages for weather information ([0165] 
lines 14-16, [0217], weather service request messages). LeCompte also discloses 
emails can be used to transfer weather data from a ground station to a ship via a 
satellite ([0217], fig. 3, ground station 308, ship 1200, satellite 300). 

However, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Kish and LeCompte in order to request for 
weather information using email through a satellite connection, since there are 
numerous applications for the email message and numerous recipients of these 
alarms (Kish, col. 10, lines 3-6). 

17. For claim 3, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in claim 2. Kish- 
LeCompte further discloses receiving a responsive email containing text weather 
information (LeCompte, [0217] lines 5-18, [0243] line 14). 

18. For claim 4, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in claim 2. Kish- 
LeCompte further discloses the method further includes receiving a responsive email 
containing graphical weather information (LeCompte, [0217] lines 5-8, imaging data). 



19. For claim 5. Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in claim 4. Kish- 
LeCompte further discloses the graphical weather information contains dynamic 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,129 Page? 
Art Unit: 2152 

weather information and not a map (LeCompte, [0162], real-time weatlier 
infonnation and not just a map). 

20. For claim 6, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in claim 5. Kish- 
LeCompte further discloses the step of applying the received dynamic weather 
information to a map stored on the personal computing device (LeCompte, [0162] 
lines 7-12, dynamic weather Information is overlaid on the map image stored in a 
local storage medium on the ship). 

21 . For claim 12, Kish discloses a system for providing information to a user in a remote 
location, the system comprising: 

■ a communicator, the communicator including a personal computing device; a 
satellite data communicator; and an antenna (fig. 1, vessel monitoring and 
control system with a main processor, a satellite modem, and a satellite 
antenna); and 

■ the communicator sends and receives email through a low earth orbit satellite 
system (fig. 1, satellite modem and antenna for satellite connection, col. 9 lines 
40-50, col. 10 lines 3-22, the vessel monitoring and control system can generate 
emails and send them to a remote site via a satellite network). 

Kish does not disclose: 

" an application server system, wherein the application server system is configured 
to send and receive email through a low earth orbit satellite system. 
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However, LeCompte discloses: 

■ an application server system, wherein the application server system is configured 
to send and receive email through a low earth orbit satellite system ([0217] lines 
5-19, fig. 3, ground station 308 receives and processes weather information 
requests (emails) from ship 1200, then distributes emails regarding the warning 
of particular weather events in the ship's area). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Kish and LeCompte in order to implement a 
server to receive and response to emergency aid request (LeCompte, fig. 3, ground 
station providing weather and emergency service to ship 1200). 

22. For claim 25, Kish discloses a system for providing information to a user in a remote 
location, the system comprising: 

" a communicator means configured to transmit and receive electronic mail over a 
low-earth orbiting satellite system from a remote location (fig. 1, satellite modem 
and antenna for satellite connection, col. 9 lines 40-50, col. 10 lines 3-22, the 
vessel monitoring and control system can generate emails and send them to a 
remote site via a satellite network); and 

Kish does not disclose: 

" an application server means configured to perform an action based upon the 
contents of an electronic mail message received from the communicator means; 
However, LeCompte discloses: 
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■ an application server means configured to perform an action based upon tlie 
contents of an electronic mail message received from the communicator means 
([0217] lines 5-19, fig. 3, ground station 308 receives and processes weather 
information requests (by emails) from ship 1200, then distributes emails 
regarding the warning of particular weather events in the ship's area). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Kish and LeCompte in order to implement a 
server to receive and response to emergency aid request (LeCompte, fig. 3, ground 
station providing weather and emergency support service to ship 1200). 

23. For claims 13 and 26,' Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 12 and 25. Kish-LeCompte further discloses the communicator is coupled to 
sensors on a transportation mode or a vessel (Kish, fig. 1 , sensor concentrators on a 
vessel). 

24. For claims 14 and 27, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 13 and 26. Kish-LeCompte further discloses the communicatoi^ is configured 
to transmit an electronic mail containing information received from the sensors to the 
application server system (Kish, col. 9 lines 22-32, the main processor 12 monitors 
vessel operational parameters from the sensors and provides alamn signals 
accordingly (emails)). 
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25. For claims 1 5 and 28, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 14 and 27. Kish-LeCompte further discloses the electronic mail is transmitted 
periodically (Kish, col. 10, lines 28-31). 

26. For claims 16 and 29, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 14 and 27. Kish-LeCompte further discloses the electronic mail is transmitted 
based on the Information received from the sensors (Kish, col. 9 lines 22-32, the 
main processor 12 monitors vessel operational parameters from the sensors that 
potentially endangers the vessel and provides alarm signals accordingly (emails)). 

27. For claim 17, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in claim 12. 
Kish-LeCompte further discloses the application server system is configured to 
perform an action based on the contents of the electronic mail (KisK, col. 9 lines 40- 
50, an email message to the remote site can trigger alarms at the remote site, or, 
col. 10 lines 32-40, email message can be fonA^arded by the remote site to a web 
site for downloading by a user, etc., LeCompte, [0217] lines 5-19, fig. 3, ground 
station 308 receives and processes weather information requests (by emails) from 
ship 1200, then distributes emails regarding the warning of particular weather events 
in the ship's area). 

28. For claims 19 and 31, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 17 and 25. Kish-LeCompte further discloses the action includes initiating an 



1 
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emergency response (Kish, col. 1 1 , 31-40, the network control center receives an 
unwanted intrusion onto the vessel and generates an emergency notification to the 
police officials and security). 

29. For claims 20 and 32, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 17 and 25. Kish-LeCompte further discloses the action includes processing 
position information included in the electronic mail (Kish, col. 1 1 lines 15-40, a 
network control center receives a email message containing operational information 
of the vessel from the vessel and then forwards the message to a vessel service 
center, security or police; part of the table on col. 15, operational information 
contains information on navigation system, including global positioning system 
location of the vessel). 

30. For claims 21 and 33, the claims are rejected for the same rationale as in claims 20 
and 32. 

31. Claims 18 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kish-LeCompte, in view of Boman. 

32. For claims 18 and 30, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 17 and 25. Kish-LeCompte does not disclose the action includes converting 
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at least a portion of tlie electronic message into a voice message and transmitting 
the voice message. 

Boman discloses a method of converting a text message to a voice message 
(abstract, text-to-speech). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Kish-LeCompte and Boman in order to convert 
a text message to speech to aid visually impaired message receiver, or to generate 
a loud voice alarm instead of a text message for attracting more attention. 

33. Claims 22-24 and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kish-LeCompte, in view of Vries et al. (US 2004/01 1 1 1 95, hereafter Vries). 

34. For claims 22 and 34, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 12 and 25. Kish-LeCompte further discloses the application server system is 
configured to automatically compose and transmit an electronic mail to the 
communicator (LeCompte, [0217]). 

Kish-LeCompte does not disclose the application server is configured to 
compose and transmit information based upon user defined preferences. 

However, Vries discloses the application server is configured to compose and 
transmit information based upon user defined preferences (fig. 6A, news section) 



I 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Kish-LeCompte and Vrles in order to provide 
the vessel with more service such as electronic news (Vries, fig. 6A, news) 

35. For claims 23 and 35, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 22 and 34. Kish-LeCompte-Vries further discloses the user defined 
preferences include a selection of at least one of a news topic, a sports team, and a 
stock (Vries, fig. 6A, news section). 

36. For claims 24 and 36, Kish-LeCompte discloses the invention substantially as in 
claims 12 and 25. Kish-LeCompte does not disclose the communicator is configured 
to display an indicia to indicate that an electronic mail has been received from the 
application server system. 

However, Vries discloses the communicator is configured to display an indicia to 
indicate that an electronic mail has been received from the application server system 
([0036], lines 3-7, a LED display indicating that a message (or an email has been 
received from the land-based operation center-read as the application server 
system)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Kish-LeCompte and Vries to alert the vessel 
user of arrived emails using an indicator such as a LED of Vries. 
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Conclusion 

37. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

■ Smith. US 6,845,324. Rotating map and user-centric weather prediction. 

" Schwoegler. US 6,590,529. Individualized, location specific weather forecasting 
system. 

■ Smith. US 2005/0086004. User-centric event reporting. 

■ Walker. US 2003/0221 1 1 8. Automatic accounting system. 

■ Treyz et al. US 6,71 1 ,474. Automobile personal computer system. 

■ Everett. US 2004/0142722. Databus communicator within a telemetry system. 
- Babu et al. US 2002/0143930. Handling location information. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu T. Hoang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1253. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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